EHRC Homecare Inquiry (HCI) Follow Up Work

1. Guidance for older people their family and friends will be drafted before consultation with older people's groups in February and March.
2. Guidance for Elected Members and Commissioning Officers and Managers will be written and finalised with the help of an external reference group comprised of experts in the field. 
3. Review of recommendations to Local Authorities

We  wrote to  Local Authorities in 2011 making them aware of the Home Care Inquiry final report. The letter sets out 7 specific points each authority should review. We will be checking their progress in 12 months time. 
4. Baroness Greengross is tabling an amendment to the Health and Social Care Bill which will bring the definition of ‘public function’ under Section 6(3)(b) HRA 1998 so that it includes the provision of home care by private and voluntary sector organisations, at least when it is publicly arranged. 
5. We are in talks with the Low Pay Commission to discuss how work can be taken forward to ensure that commissioning policies of local authorities should reflect the actual costs of care, including at the very least the National Minimum Wage.
6. We have been invited to sit on the Expert Advisory Panel for a project funded by the Department of Health aimed at supporting and embedding the delivery of Life Story work into work with older people with dementia. 

7. We are writing to the Food Standards Agency to clarify issues around carer workers ability to cook and heat food. 
8.
Other activities we are undertaking are;

· Working with the CQC individually and by being a member of their Advisory Panel to ensure they capture the voices of older people in their assessments frameworks. 
· Setting up meetings with Parliamentarians to promote the HCI findings and recommendations.
· External speaking engagements at conferences and other events to promote HCI findings and recommendations.

· Working with the Dept of Health and Ministry of Justice on recommendations that involve their action.
· Holding meeting with stakeholders to identify opportunities for Judicial Review cases on home care and forming a stakeholder group to identifying strategic cases for EHRC legal intervention.
· Using the Inquiry’s final report to strengthen arguments for a UN convention on the rights of older persons. 
· Meeting with The Campaign to End Loneliness to explore common areas of work.
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